contraot, [ am ~eme
Whils such !un‘}ig some of the difonlties -hlm
t has ancountar TA
o that eervice, with 1a sttendants,

pgoots, and mail mesesngera, has abaorbed more
one-thirdof the entire revenuss derived from poat-

on.
"o.maotnr ber last there wera in operation
within the United States 202 railroad routes; thelr aggre-
gate loozth wes 124107 miles and the cost of mail
tran {ation thereon, 1,045,482 S8—being st tha rate
of $180 56 7 10 por mile. [nclude the pay of wail masaso.
routs and locsl agents, the whole expends of this
Mfﬂu is inorensed to $1,800,464 78, or $130 48 0-10 per

‘s

On utlm&!:og other Hlndn n: u;n!e:' l’l ::hl'-u?a.o:::..
DET TpoD [ ale leggth of route !
that trm u-ragﬁgggmr gteamboat service ix $51 45 per
smile; onach aervice, s*lz.z 88 por mile; and of modes not
' 58 wile.

”é:ﬁw&f:; thr?mmﬂun of this branch of tl‘u anrvice,
and the priced paid for it, ‘;h- alu::‘tton of Congress is

ienlar y reguested to this subj=nt, -
iu;}u;ﬁ:l l:{l: ,‘;eﬂﬂﬂ of 1he net ng o 6 # talablishing
post roads, &a , approved dugui® 41, 1862, it was made
sitha duty of the IMstmaite: teneral 1o L e proposals
and contract for tha transport wilon of & dally mail be
twean Loulsyillo an) Cairo, 81 Louis and Cairo, Cairo and
Memphis, and Memphis aud Now Ocleans, and to supply
puch intermediste polnts as he may ecder from time to
time, o0 sultable and safe »tewobonta, "

[t complisnee with the provisions of this lnw, an ad.
wertisement was prépared with much eave by my prode-
censar, duted Dec U1, 1862, avd published fa the papors
of Waaiinzton, New York, Pit-barg Cisefunati, Louis.
wille 5t. Lovit, Memphia Little Rick, aod New Urleans,
inviticg Fre sils for a Quily expresa line bet ween Louia,
ville pod New Orleans, touchivg at psven points, and
yunoinr down in elx deys ant up 1o seven ; snd alio for
way loes between Louviaville wnd Evansyils, Evandville
and Cairo Calro and Mempbis  Memphis and Na oleon,
Napoleon s0d Vieksburg, Vieksburg and 8i. Feanciyille,
Bt, Francisville and New (. l+aa4, to be ran in ol>sa con-
vect'on, and pupplyiog Intarme fate offf ses and alan s con-
meotiog line Letween i, Lauis and Cairo,

Toe notes appended to this adeariissmont provided that
the mails mast be conveyed 1o *‘safe and saitable steam
bouta'' of the ver— Lest clnss  that they atould oarry the
mulls and pessepgers only; that the whols nambar re.
quired for the servige must be provided bafore the contract
would be conudozed an commenend, that tha{awnuld b
Eunbjset to o 1igid Inspection by agonta appointed by the
depurtment, that nous could be withdeawn without ths
eonsert of {Le department, snd Do neW ones admitbed
witbout tha Lks lospection and us:ent,

Hidders in preparing nnd submitiiog their proposals, in-
dividua'a in erueenting to bacome guarantors, and post-
masters in pertifyipg to thelr ruficivooy, wers requested
1o bear in mind that the objeet of Congress in emacting
the law, acd of tha departmeat in executing It, was to ob-
tain regulsr aud relisble lined of maill weta on thess
waters, siiiviog and departing at fixed times at the prin-
elpal pois t1ali the year round, and that a strict oom‘})ll-
aneca with the contraot obligations wonld be demanded.

Under this advertisen ent several proposals wers re.
opived, the [swest of whish waa that of Glover & Mather,
of Louiaville, at $160,000 & yoar for the whole iervice ha-
tween Lcuiaville end Ngw Orleans; sod of J, E, Caldwall,
at $40 000 for the line betwsen St Louls and Cairo, and
theee proposals were i by my pred on the
1st of Mazch, 1853

Boon af'er ansuming the charge of the Department, my
attention wan directed to this matter, and doubts arose
whether the service ealied for by the luugtad propoasal
wad not only more thap was inténded by Congress, but
also more than war requirad by the publis convenience.
Being satisfied on these polotd, and the acoepted biddlars
batween louinville and New Orleans having waived the
poceptance of thelr propusal, ao order was made on tha
20:h of Muy lant. to contrast with the sawe parsons for
ihe daily express lioe between Loulsville and Now Orlsans,
in reven days emch way, snd fur additional delly way-
lines betwern Loufaville and Evaesville, Evansville and
Cairo, and Bt Franctiville and New Orlsant, and at the
competeaiion of $297,076 per year, bolng the aggrogate
pmount ¢f the lowest bida for the same serviee aepara’aly,
This ccntrect han since been executed, with suretias
believed to be amply sufficiont, and {a to take efleat on
the st of Decewber current, and to expire on the S0th of
Juna 1857

The eoniract of J, E Caldwell for the St. Iouiy and
Cairo line, nt $10,U00 a year, is also exesaled, to cum-
mense snd terminate at the sams time, At mjy request,
the Hecretary of the Treasury detuilid two Ieapeetors ol
steambaoaty appointed under the law of Angast 80, 1852,
10 aet in conjus etion with & special agent of this depart-
ment ip 1he examination of the ateamhoats presmtad by
the eontrectore for thiz dn y, who have reseived initroo-
tions to necept none whish do not eontorm in all respacts
to the requiewents mentioved in the contractand adver-
tisement, aud whish will receive the muils and passsogers
only, excluding all articles of freight,

‘he subjeet of fuilures on tbe great northern and
nouthern mail line between New York and New Orleany
i one of ahsorbing publis infe est.

It haa had a place in former reporta of this department,
and tas ako claimed the specinl atteantlen of Congresa.
During the winterand spring months, especinlly, embrag-
ing the active budiveas portian of the year, tha service
has boen of the most unsslisfactory charncter and the
efforta of the Jdepartment to Lmprove it have been almost
fruitless,

The stoamboat route betwern Wilmington, North Caro
liza, and Charleston, Boath Carolinn, 14 one on whicl it
ia well known a lerge proportion of failnres ocear,
notwithstandiog the most persevering efforts to preveu{
them

The difficulties to ba encountered ara of & character un
well understood as not to require pertienlar explunation
The tripa'cl tha boa's sre necosan iy affectsd by wind
aod westher, and sbo by the tides, espreislly at the
mouth of Caps Vesr river; so that regular confermity to
any given rclisdule of departures aad sreivals is harcly to
be expeotad,

Under such cireumatsncer, it ia mattar of congratula.
t on that a land routs i« rapidly appronching eom ilathn,
which will auperside the pressnt cne by sos, with all its
attendant dillienlties.

The lsts Postmester General's report referred to the
probable employinent within this year of the Wilmington
and Manghester railroad for enmveyivg tha great Northern
end Eouthern mail. But twelve niles now remain un-
finlaked, ned arrsugements have been made to transfas
the great mails from the steamboats an sooa a4 poasible,
and convey it in eraches for the whort distance stated,
until thi rwirond ia complete {, which, it is hopsd will bs
by 1:e 1at day of Janusry vext, after which tige mach
mors regular apd exprditions servics may be eonlidently
expected on this portion of the New York and New Or
Jenns mail lice.

Thera is however, botwesn Montromery and Btoskton,
Alabama, aoother portion uron which delays nnd freega
laritien have bern oieurring to an extaat equalling taose
on the =en 1oute shove relorred to, sltinogh arlsley {rom
quite dilfarent causes.

Ouw daily live of coaches haa heretnfora hoen provided,
running (fn conaazion with a ateasmiboat betwaen Mobils
and Stockton) aver a pataral road of 160 milsqin length
frequentls lable to cbsatrustiour from high watsr an
other eaus:» and noi kapt in good repalr, traversing as it
doea m sparae!y popalated (ection of coustey. Sush moda
of conveysnce, upon sush & road bas been found estirely
inadequate for the vast sccum dation of mails at Montge
méry, conveyad thither from Bostm New York, and other
citien nl ne tbe whkole extent of that great line, Consi-
dering the inoreass o the amount of mat! matter of all
degeriplionn. esproially printed matter, the tran-mission
of bowi d vuluwmes and ot er publie dosumenty, priated by
ocder of Congress, insmeasing as ihey frein year to
year, aud of all the matter from the several exscutive de

tmenls of thy general gocsrnment, alio raplily In.
areasiog in quantity; anc fu view of the fact clso, that
all tha wo il for Moblie, New Orlesns, and beyoad, thuy
accumt isted by eontrivations { om Dozt a to Montgome
ry, are couveyed to tha fatter polat by ratlronds and
asteambogtn, espeeially the finmer, 16 iy 6 matter of gur
prise that they have been [irwanilsd by cne-aily gnach
in 8 soarner av el approaching veglarnty,

Thego lunts rondwred most impo-ative tha necanity of
providie g bmuaedintely mors adequnte minns of couvey
snca; and aseordingly.

i

on the 1560 Ostoder last, a reaond
adetly linw of four nerse eceched was ordored belwsea
Mon'gomory aond Stockton, Alanams, to aunpest with the
steamibout lne between Hluechtnn aud Mobils, with the
stipulation that the poutractor shoald furnish vehiclas of
suficlent capacity to epuvey w'alever mail may te
dably roceived nt Mosdgoraery o0 Stockion, asd that the
eteatmbar t employed batween Siackion and Mobile ahonld
bés of sullictent sire, struoture, and fAlvesa for Whe regn
lar navigsticn of the Tepsaw river, nnd ba under the entice
and i xehiiive control of the costrackars, un thai oo
breachen of evnprsticn vhould ocgar by reatonof sny
moong bavieg o righs W lowrlere with its arriva’a
tlureg,
o e lion allowed fos (hi<additionn] sarvice s
per anoai belog third l#m than provate of
Lpoy, with the og sut that, if the sarvios
I nod falthial urmed, the extension of
1ug aver tha ne 4
commeneicg 1at July, TE&, will ba pe.
Covgrons, aved should Congeass dealing to

il Lo

coynp
nuthories suck exteosten, 1he rate of addition ] pey shiall

ba madeed o SO U0 per Annom st ocepixih lees than
gro radu, foe Uik pesidan of the exlsting term,
4 It was torther etipulatad that the contractors, hy the
et Novewbay, 1808, shionld place on the route n foll hd
ditfenn! veery orbr doy Lo 3280 donita tie vosd, i ne
oegrary, 1o cnirg olf all the matter svory dar, pad by the
16th Decowser, a full adeitionnl daily lae; toe inarenand
gon punsation to commnne:, in asuaof o faltnfal e
plianse with thees tavwmn, on o Tst of Noves
The e
the g
The

atad t a1t rafroin,
vpabation s to the e

TERSOTIS Db Ay pier, b ont L ex-
pirer on il June uext o ntoid goald
eob b expested to provide st ar I the addi
tionel o uencaaney for o pegond WHas, forsmsven og eight

monils ¢ without soms guarnntae azafaost bogs In case
of being un erhid in the cuopeition o5 thes nogt loiting
of cumlinats, the exivling lawe not providiog, &0 was fue.
merly the corn, thut pew goutraotors whiall purchass the
sk of thoo niperreded.

To winre cecialn mmportnot bansfits te ths mail ser-
wlee sbn bieexterslons were rome yoaes placeanihion ined
by rasclutioos of Copgress on rones from WWadhlagios

taUreek d Waw Urivans to Mobile

t the weryias betwsta M omd

il thps be Frend Coom the iroeguine
ban heretefope ceen ohuraotsrised and
perforced to thy wall:fsotion bothol the
bl ned this dvpariment,
! o ivement, § gether with thet on the Wiln
ton apd bosuo) ester Beiio s, will plase the
are wndsoat mn'l line in suel condition,
£ rnthre ! # to ¢ TLa

prindle, fug ronnlvg abrd Llereaf
oot fwilindegroe of ceriniuy naud 1egul
tofol e ly nvknown,

Gy local el service
By two yecnliarition, o
price Ity in

on 1'_:.. Pae'fls is strongly marked
g w1 areis=ve-y high

S pooy
AL tEe sate time, e np
pearn e thae repurts teat the performsves of the da)
wvite uader Tho goptracin ia chamaoterizsd by '.-11»'|:_|- and
tuepy—rualides whick are  ut In greas reqisddon by
the ooden wiate of the ronds st partioular peasoad ol thy

FAT.
v ‘The presant eost of frs peportation In rteambost ta Oall-
fornin ie abont thirteen conts eight milla per mile; |a
oonches, Kb ot bwng by conta por aﬂt‘ and in meles not
speeifiac, shaut thirty-four von elx il per mils;
while tha 204 of similar sorvice in the Unfiod 5 ates, ox
Hog G egon, Now Mezino, and Utak, 14 in st
wine eruts por mile, tn comshesaliont five 1
4 Uve aullds por mile, snd 12 oodis sot spesiled abaut

foar cents and mevon il por mlle,

wali prices, Roworer, ace eok out of soale wih

l

when prepaid, anl ten cenis when uopuid, and for sach

of printed matter, which comprises m very largs

rtinn of the contenis of the mails, about Avs cents

n pound; the eost to the dstsrlment for transportation

across the Qsthmns aloce Lslug twenity two ceots o

pou The necesssry consequocca is, that tha cost of

m[llhlhmm in Calif. rols greatly excesds the revenus it
yiolda,

Apd notwithetanding the government incurs & heavy
wore fitndec expenditurs In supplylog the oitizen of that
Htats with Lis letters, newspapers, and othor mall mat.
ter, the citizes biwsell employn other factities for tha
convuyance «f his letiers, and paym therefor at a rate
from twenty to forty fold greater tzu\ the goyernment

rgis ler similar sorviom,

The faciiities v for od to are the exprasses. Govern-
ment har oot been abio to keop pace in its organized mall

poments with the mov 18 of the micer, Hia
rettlementdn sud enly made sod rapilly extendad, loog
Lefore the mail eontrasior and postmaster oan bhe pro-
vided. The exyrestmen sre nt laasd, snd the wants of
the micer gre immediste His orders ara all nent by
them to the centinl post offies, to whish—unt Kuowing
whera his aventual luestion will be in the falnl rezion—
be haw direciod his lsibers to be adiressed. The post-
uisster hins Tuvored the exp essmian in the prompt dali-
varlv of hin letters, nnd had reosived in retarn & compen-
naticn much larger per letter than any commission ever

nllowed him by the t. Tha expr charge is
$1 per lotior, 82, and #0 on, ristag, in some instancen, to
6, peeording to distavos, Oues sommensad, the habit

of the miner of rolying on the ex
aftler the Post Ofics und the m
nefghborhood,

Diffsrent infloences combine to produce thin reault.
The principal voe, anis allegod, is the atter failuce or re-
fnral of the central postmaster, at whose offize his letters
come from the States, to forward them in the mail.

In respect to the vicious practicsd st the largs offizes
in Californis, which have no muoh retarded tha uss of the
wnils snd encouraged the employment of exprosass, the
prevent ingumbents of thoae oflicss bave besn spaciall
iestrucled, and have given the asmurance that they mf
be discontivued.

Much eonfusidn is found to exiat in the srrangement
and operations of the offices im Californin. Ssveral sp-

war to be in operation that were never estaklished by
he Postmaater Gereral; and a general misunderstanding
prevails smong postmusters ms to the restriotions im-
po¢d by law upon their expenditores in respect to ollite
rewt, clerk hire, ko, These things have all boen brought
1o the attenticn of the spscial agent of this department,
who bas been instruoted specially in relaticn to them,
and fpatructed to report; and this leads me to the con-
sideration of the defective nature of the agsnoy provided
for that remote section of the Unon. An agency-of
higher fupetions than those of & moere special agent
shou'd ba provided for the chargs and pupervision of the
entire mail pervice on the Pasitie, This offiger khould be
of the grade of Asslstant P tar G 1, and shounld
roceive a :alary wqual to thoss receivod by officars of a
similnr grade in Californls. Under the chargaof s faith-
ful and able officer of this desoription, the routes coull
bo let to contract at less cort to the departmeat, and
mors ¢ffislent contractors obtained, than under the
j!reaent'gs!omf-hs, however, only to have the power to
teceive the bids and pass upon them preliminarily,

Tho dead lotters, instead of being sent baok to Wash-
ipgton, aa thay now are, at much expouse to the depart-
ment, eould ba opsned by him, and only such letters re
torned fo the General Post Ofice, am contalned monsys,
documents, o¢ other valuable euclosurss Sach aa offiser,
too, would give assuramce to the government smd tha
country that the proper control over the offices mod af
fairs of the department was exercised; that proper poat.
masaters were gelooted; and that the mail srrazgsments
wers adjosted in a pkiliful avd upright manner, saitable
to ihe wants and requirements of that sotive and ener-
getie people,

Congioes, atits last pesnion, sppropriated 860,000 for
reail cepredations and special mgents, [u order to keo,
wiyeell a4 much an possible wilhin the nppropriation,
srpointed elghteen sgents, to ons of whom was ssulgned
Ca.forsia; to another, Orégon tnd Washiagton Terrrito-
tiea; and to & third, the Biate of Texes, Thers ware three
appoioted at large, atationed at New York, Louisville, aod

e:Lirgton; ard the remalning twolve ware distrisuted
smong the ciflerent Htales,

To these special upeats the department must look for
much of the local information monsssary to enabls it to
determuine what service is required im the differsnt States
sod how the gervice is performed. Itis an impomn‘
pert, also, of their dutier, tones that the .postmaters
gaperl, tparrcrm thelr dotien, and report & want of ahili

, sltention, or fidelity on their pard, or on that of con:
tractors, promoptly to the department,

If inefliclert or negloetful of thelr duties, tha pablis
snd the dapariment must suffer; but in order to make
them truly useful, too much territory muat not be aa-
sigued them, A most important part of their duty is
that conneeted wih depredations,

The citizéen who fotrusts his moneys in the mails
sbould have every assurance given him thsi bis property
will be properly eared for, and that if it be abatraeted or
stolen, eve: y exertlon will by raade by the governmeat to
restore {5 0 hiv, and bring the oifsners to justice. To
perflorm those dotiss in & satiafactory maoner, more
speals are pecesssry, aod they mhould ba divided into
two clazien : to one clasa should bs masigned the saper-
vi-inn of the treosportation of the mails, sad business
couneatyd with the appointment and contrabdt olfices;
snd to the other class, all matters ounoectod with matl
de{u edatiorm,

‘pdrr the precent syatem, It very frequently and ne-
eesinrily bappens tbat when sn agent is wantad for im
por‘ant trasportation doties, heis inm distant sestion
ot the country attacdiog to depredations.

The expenditures of the dng:\rtmmt during the lsat
!l;gaégur, ay stuted by the Auditor, amountsd to $7,082,-
v ) Vit t—

Compersation to postmanters.,............ 81,408,477 06
Additiconl compeusation by act §lst March,
414,526 ;g

{# enrtinuad long
route have reached his

L e

Ship, steemhoat, and way lotters, 23,106

Transportation,,, 4,708,803 06
Wrapp'ng paper, 41,453 04
Ufice furniture, , 3,541 50
Advertising. ... ... T548 00
Mail bage......... weaeas 43,308 BB

Blandf.eeseores

11)054 82
Mail looks, ker s

ani siamps

Bew moil looks and Keys.......oviveainnes 10,958 B
Mail depr: datfons sud speefal ngents....... 55,275 43
Clirka for cffives, (ofliesa of pistmasters),. 603,520 24
Ofiielal lettera received by postmusters,,.., 472 41
Peatage MAmMps. iossecsseneases 3,504 50
Btamped envelopes, ... . 10,501 03
Post cliice lawa, List, &e...... 1,670 00
fapnyment for dend lottera, ., 34

Payments to letter enrriers, .. 113,011 73
P'ostnje stamps returned, old 63

Blawps oo band avercharged..,,, 85 90
Misreilaveous payments,..,ivouiviinnea.s 116,408 81
¥icoelluneous necovut of Dritivh postejes., 130,801 03
Migcelianeous socount of Bremon postages, u.0es 00

TOMRY, o sonsoninnennosnasuarsavasisanss i@, A82. 788 50

The gresa rovenue of the jear from all souroed amount-
Td 1o $5,049,704 70, viz i—
Alter portage, including forelgn postage and

BAMDEBOLA .. 1 v vesnvrrsss it .. $4472,227 61
Newspapers sed pompllets ve BLLGGT 43
FIDER . o iernsnnvasnnbvsinssnnssinnn 64
Fuolument aceounts of postmastera. .,
Desd JBLMEN, ooy vorassnanse

.

e

Parewgres fri mo failing eomfiractora..couuie .. 1,054 09
Lotter onrriers, ... ovoervnscsnny vears 18017 TH
Mirerllaneous recelpt.. .. ... .0 5,444 5o
Arruel nppropriations from the treaswry ia
eompe v ation of wail services parformed
for the GOVETBMONL.suvurvrorrrerssisens 700,000 09

£0,010,724 0
i o hat Lie grosn
revenue of the year ending June 50 1850, fell short of
{I:‘? t:}uu‘;i‘.urus auiing the year by the suwn of $2042,-
The foregolug defciuney chonll by d'mintshed by the
rom of $6% 604 45 dan the Usited Statas to the B0th Tans,
1964, neder the portal coavenilon with Pruesla, and [a-
criased by the guarterly balanees dus to Groat Beitsin
vp Lo the peme perlod, amonntiog to $125,650 79, This
would leave the defloirudy o the Teveous of the year to
aand et S 1107.0 G
Totupply the de
P 1

lensy lant montionsd the depart
mer t hied ol fin @lepoal tha follawiep monu, vig, -
The peaflibla balesce 1o the credit of the

fepnrtment, on the hooks of the audlior,

om'the 15t of J01y, IBE2 .. eversorssamses
' ropristiun to sipply any deficienoy
+ by e aet of March 3 1861, ......
Initon mnte bty the nat of

g, to supply defiglencles in

okt 144

o §
Lhe year.,.

$300,092 57
500,009 00

005,000 00
| b e s LTI BET 0T
leaving the fuithor sum of $5°5 445 63 &) bo provided b
X wovlen of the year antiog Juns 40, 1853,

Hev'rg stated the Qefis sney in the veveuius of {he past
year, it way bo of use riefly 1o notloa the (i o al re
sults of 1hs Lwo 3 are which hnave expiced iin
vipe of Yihe pat 1o redue A rodify the et

vaas

nited Eates, and for other pu v, paruend
) y 0 eompared with tha teo yesrs whicl fm-
meali al the reduelion of rated elfooted by the

net of March 4, Fuor the purp: ss of thia compartson
I whindl ¢ i whish weerued to tho rover an for
srmall e ioee yevdarcd to the governmeat in Shosn yrars,
s well am the Yelonred resulricg fo fevorof the Londom
Pont (iftee fn tle secrs (ERL, 1802 and 1500 uoder the
yostal arrangs mant with Geeal Britain,
Lader tho operntion of (oo nabof 1545 the gros revanus
1 letter peatnae foll off (n the year 1840, the fiset yoar
sdnotion, B B 02, or 87 por cont) bat in the
0, 1847 tha latter postags in.
&b per cenl aver 1040,
sear enffog Jare S0ih, 1852 the firnt aftar tha
16BT, tho giesd smonot of peveans from Lot
puntepn wer reduoed $1,785, 958 73, or 471} por cemt;
i the fellosing yoar, suding $0th Juus, 1503 the in
v 8ol rerenee Lo the eame B urea waa only $351,-
B3, o1 8 10 por grnt—an fooreass very Ltle Linjond
whith [n dun to the yesily inoveass in the population of
tke couniry
Tho fudiire of the raverue from Tettar pow'sge to re-
auver, curing a peried of almost unexsmplnl prosport y
ard emme cinl potivity with the same rapidity uader
ke met of 1161 nn it &5 andos the set of 3545 may heaes
ounted for ep o the vapscsdtion that the itter not had
noready itimnleted the corredpr pdonna 0! the asunty
rewtly to Ltk bighast point of whioh (§ was pupahls, and
that, therefore ths net of 1H61 aflforded but kLo foither
lrduerment tow o the e ils,
The eranges fn the rates of poviage nn nowspapars,
semphlet, wnd pricted matter, roade by the ast of (945,
Whou eripatRlise § u.L'mi-urhn'.. and did not wiaterinily
alleet the rerenrn £ thin nour oo, which, with the s
crptionof the vear TEIT, eontizued aton fly to 1x aronan

g to v e d0th Jure 1860 when (b reachsd the sam of
1 00H 150 89 aw phiown by the followlug atatement, [rom
which the sumns recoived for guvernmost poitag e in 1810
TEAY arw eaciuledi—

JRUB o v anvanvine

Yuar ending Junt 0, oo BROR AR 22
' y

T

. do, T 100 AS

Ia. den. B9 014 20

I, fan RE AN 019 i86 ™

1y Gy SEBL o0 s ene moou snbsns DRS00 D
The act of Warch 3, 1681, praviled a cew aoals of port
g% Ol peWerapuan, Dacleilogle, Sad @LCT DUIDW Galler,

-
dingly frnt in practics, owing to there being
ol s onelh v o B o, S
©

e B L]

S i

year g Juns su » your ending
246 38; beirg a decline of 3245,-

4 the "b{,tn utd:' from the chargiog of

en s, nm charging on
printed ::lrm by distencs, as woll uE nimplif? t!mg:.nu
on suoh matler rally, sol smendutory of the ast
of 1#61, ‘'to uos and modify th *

sarvios for the last facal year om
Lines and across the

Oollias Hne—tweaty-

New York, vis Bouthamplon, to Bremen, sleven
wgm.............................‘..... 133,333 33
New York, via Cowes, ta Havre, twalve v 160,000 D0
m; :&k sod New &rﬂlrazo‘upinw?l ) twen-
g voyugen, 0 wenly-four voy-
syes be'weon New York and m’; om{.
BOYEIR. . 0iivrrrrnnnnsnssnnsinssnnnss 205,510 00

Antoria, via San , &e., to Panamas,
T nire voya betwesn Han Franclsen
sud Papams, snd twenty four oo resdue of

lJ.n_e..‘.....‘...:‘........................... 16,830 00
» to

® rates of powtags,’

&o., wan passed on the J0th August, 1862 to take eflaot
on the 1st October followiog; but this ast still further re.
duced the raten of postage on printed mntter, a0 that the
three quarters of the fecal yenr eodicg S0th June, 1853,
srwutted 1o less thun the three quarters whish fmmadi-
atuly od them by the sum of $220,184 47; belog &
redaction Petow the revenus on printed matter prodused
by the aet of 1851 of moro than 46 per cent. This graat
reduction Ik maioly attributable to that providlon la the
act of Angust, 1862 which requires only hal?! the rogalar
rated of postage to be paid ou uewspapais nad pariodicals
when psyment is maue quarterly or yearly in advioce,
either at the offica «f wailiog or ¢ elivory,

The set of 1851 doss notsees: thaa far to have nuswerad
the expectations of its (rlends; but while such has besa
its efloot upon the ravenus, the expenditures of tha de-
partment, particalarly for t tiution, bave been very
much increased.

Whilst from 18:2 to 1840, iceluding the sum of $218,-

002 puid in the latter year for foraign servios, the cost of
trannporiation, lu part owing to sowe salatnry changes
made in |84, decreased in the sum of $403,689; aluoe
that thoe it has gone on very raplily inorsasing. In the
year ¢vding 20th Juno, IS“;l the transportation of the
wiils coit thy department the sum of $2677,407 71; in
the wear endiog SCth tune, ¥,
780 56, in the year ending June 30, 1851, $3 638,083 64;
ia the year ending Juno 30, 1852, $i 226,511 uS;
in tha year ending 90th June, 1858, the sum of $4,008,.
303 06 beirg an inarears of $1,308 234 41 for transporta-
tion alone sinos the not of 1851 went into operatiom,

The ormminsions depaty postmasters by ths
6th pection of the “act to establish certain post roads
aod for other purposes ' approved 84 March, 1533, have
proved insulicient at several of the distributiog offices to
defray the expenses indispensable to thelr eflisiwot ad-
winistration. S0 Insdequate, indsed, have beeo the som-
migsions which accrusd at some of this cless of offices,
that the postmasters, besides being oblirad to forego thuir
own compenration, have been brought i» debt for ex-
penses absolutely necessary to be incurrsd in the publa

00,

This atate of thinga Is unjust to the postmasters, aliks
upjait to those upoe whoss fidelity and diligense they
must rely for tha perf of the and re-
sporeible dutlen of their offizes, and cannot be permitied
to continne without serleus publie imjury. To remely
this evil, I would respectfully nonmma:?tht Todi
restore to the Post G I the discretion confiled
to him by the #ixth section of the *“*act to redoce sol
modify the rates of pos .“.glppmnd March 3, 1851, 8o
that e roay be authorized to allow to postmastars at dis-
tributing officea such sum, in addition to the commiasions
now allowed by law, aa will be suflicient to defray rea-
#opable mnd mecessary expenses; and that the auditor
bo authorized, ueder the d fon of the Postmaster Gon-
enal, to mdl& the acsount of amy pustmaster of a dis-
tributing offies with such sum or suma as may bs found
necessary to defray the expenses of kis office from the 1at
Apnil, 1853, or from such 8 Iter aa he beasme
postmaster.

While this power ahould thus ba given to meet exizen.
cies that may arise ina F:ruunhr class of oased, abund-
ant reazona will appsar in this report why s larger share
of the postages canoot be withdrawn {rom the use of the
General Post Office.  Bat great relief cano be afiorded to
the offices by simplifying their operations and lessening
the amount of labor they require.

For instance, were pre-payment of staze made
absolute, how much time snd labor would be paved in
filling vp the po: t bill, and how mush more in the busi-
nees of aol'soting postage end keejiog the scoounts,

A developement of importent bearing on the intersata of
this department has some to my notice in observing the
operations of the net of 1861, Iargs amcunt of letter
correspondence pasred through the mall, chiefly fiom the
cities and principal villages, at but ons cont poatage per
letter; whereas, three cents when pre.paid. and five cents
when uopaid, was the uniform rate for letters contem-

lated by that great measure of rform. The letters re
‘erred to are po sent at twe-thirds leas than letters gune.
rally, because the body of them is printed or lithographed
instead of being wiitten. In every rrspeot they are let-
ters, nud serve the purpose of letter oo:respondenca; but
adventage {s taken of the provieion of law in regard to
printed cireulars, and they nre malled (wnd lagaliy, tes,)
under that provision. 1 nesd not polat out its effest in

reduciog the revences und disappeiniing expeetations in -

the ing of the law-p s i nor nead I show
how vital the differonce this provision makes between oar
sxperiment and that of Eoglsnd, or the irjustize (un-
derigned. indeed) in relioviog w class of leties-writarn of
two-thirds n‘fthnq:’pm!ue tax, and imposing it on nthers.
Boon afier comieg lnto the sdministrativn of this de
Erimnt, I felt it my dutyto inquire particalarly into
s mode of examiring and checkicg the quartecly ra-
turne of portmasters parsued [ the depuriment, and ba-
cswe sequninted wita the fact, that, slthough the re.
turps sve cerefully examiced, 1o test the acournsy of
the sdditions, and other ealoulations invelved in theic
kelilement, there is, nevertbeless, co prosess jo usy, (o
which the ponbills are compared sud chocked with the
travacripts of “mails received’” and “mails aeat;” nor o
thows travecripts ehecked with eash cther 1o ssnertain
whether the receiving pestennsler clarges himeslt with
all the uopaid matter sent to him, as weil na the prid
matter placed in hia offics for tansmiwivn. Henoa it fol-
lows that the posimaster st A may mail upon the post
mastor at B s cortain amount of unpaid letives, ant the
postmaster at B may e ter the ameant ghort of the trae
siair #tated on the poestbill, or he may suppreaa the piat.
bill sltogether, ocllvet the postege” oa the letisrs re-
ceived, ned approprinte it te his own usa, withou! aay
great visk of deteetion. [ am informed it {4 troe,
that wheve there is remson to wuspact the integ-ity of
e potmaster a rigid gcratioy I8 lastituted iate hia
aecovnts ; bub  puch fostapess are not esmaon.
For the purpoes of such inve tigations, and for the fur-
ther purpose of traciog letters veportad fo0 ba lost or
stolen irom the mails, all the post Lills balonging to tis
tetoroe of Postmpate a are retained far the pertod of
year and a half, and then sold &5 waste papar; but the
whole syetem of nccounting, to the sxtent jnst moticed, 1s
10 Jittle ealeulated to protect and iecurs the public rave-
nue thet | eannot rest noder the grava vesponsibility of
permitiiog it to conlinue any Jonger than the proper re
medy ean be devised and appled.
The number of powtage stamps issned to prstmnsters for
snlo durirg the fiscel Fears endisg Juua 80, 1552, and
Juns 50, 1852, is rhown by the lollowiag statement (—

Denoming-  Denming-  Denomiaa
Yegr ending  tiom, tion, tion,  Amonunt,
June 59, 1 cent. 8 cemts, 12 orils Dallars,

1868.000 400 0,450,042
1863, .. 00 4. 4,706,611

Total,,. 10275 55% 00671075 289607 3,148,431 42

The amouat of postage stampn sold during the year
endicg Jooe 80, 1852, wan 81,016,065 59, and the sales
durig the year e:diog June 30, 1863, awounted to
$1.620.202 12, leavirg lo the hends of pusimasters uzaold
$10%,005 71,

During the quarter acding tle M0th of September, 1853,
thiere wera isrued to poatmastors for Aaly i—

48 410,006 257,042 1,655 604 51
Gl 461,040 146 635 1,008,702 91

Note slvo tires cont stamped enveloped .., .... 404050
Letter size  *¢ L e seveveen 5,118,450

Ly, WX geut a3 L 160 000
Oficisl nice & L " seneanrs  ABLOGQ

amuuntivg in all to $206,202 €0

T aubioin tabolae statements exhibiting tha operations
of the dead lotter ofties duriog the two fssal years ended
the LUtk of Jene insd

It entimated thet the expendi'nras of the curreat
fineal sear wili amapot to 84 710,601

Cort of mail gervies, foreigo and luland, an [t stoad at
tha elose of the last toenl yeae.. ..., o 80,884,050
Avcunl eosiof pew eontvastn in New |

eorztenes 1ak Jaly, 1803, over thos

minated Y0th Juue, 1853,,,, vennea B
Pedention made upen sew contrasts in

New Yok, a3 compuesd with

which ex; ived Juns

Insrensn., .. . 85,47
Cost of lne (i e Lonisvilla
T e e S e yugeawsann ROTAT

Cant of itas (cOn Cairo to 81, Louls

Deduet aronolof previons sontract ba-
tween Loulsville nad S5 Londa. .. ...

n 159,681
additions! service heotwoan Muntpome sy o

bile, feomn 1ot November, at $24 (00 i 16 009
Addltionsl srrvion Chicago to Bhr fisid |, from Ldth

(hetaber, , 0 Jure J0, 1851, at $1 400 par

fnntg, ., 1.30%
Additlopel ket vioe, Aune Y

tember to Jroe ob, 1864, ¢

arnom,, 1,79
idditjonal ¢ in Arkanans and

from 1st inry, 1884 2
Torrease of rai'voad service jear ending Ju

188 ouiinse L T e AR

L R .

Doduct deorosss on stabmbost transporiation. ...

TR o b v s hvin s

Add for contiogeociens , .,

Total trepspo tation, ... . ....
Compensntlon of postmssters

and way Tatlors wenpping pr

ture, advertiileg, nmall bag
logkn, A, And stampe,
snd special agenta; clerks for offioes, minee
neote paysients, postage stnwps aad o
covelojen; belepoea dus Lo forwign oo
fer posiagen, and paymeuts to letler carriera,

ped

Avditor's booke on
1819, connidered *ulthustely &

¢ from pentages, forelgn ar
neloding aalea of stampa aod atog

VOIOPOR i so o v b vinbininabnris i 33 21
Totter outriors’ recelple oovinnnnnons M)
Misoellapeons reerlptin ., 00 veiee sibisnnesene LU (N |
Apnupl appreprisntiona in eomnpenistion of

mall rerviees yopdersd tho cover: mnnt YO0 g 00
Appripriations Lo eapply cunely o the

PIERA Y FERE, oy uvninnyy san 31,500 00y
Dedut amount drawn to pupply ds-

JHelepsion of the past yeac, ... .. 630000

e B R D I

WU v aiid naiisns naka wnas
The sn'liate! « aprnditoras |
Jore, 1874 pn alesudr niated
Tt e enthius tad monns, us abors, criins

L 88,718,501 09
7,068,840 50

Daficiener Juns 80, 1664, . LT |

Of tap feficiener nhavn atated the wrm A MR G 11
haltngs to the Bacal year auiwl Juse &), L33, sod the
remgnder W Lhe prewenl Foal.

, ¥ h sod Eey Wi
Havana, twenty four voyages,......,

. 60,000 00
New Orleans to Vera Urux, five voy 7,760 89
Aspinwall 10 PADBIR, ..o vuusveisiinnaninsass 10,01 GO

ToARk..vicvineas svasnanines vevn e o 31,006 537 30

Tha report of the auditor for thia departmunt, hLersto
ancexed, shows that the aggregnte smount of posiages,
inland, sea, and forsizo, on lettors and other malisble
matter, received aud geut LDy these saveral loes dus
the last linen) year, wan ma follows —
By Collies line, New York and Livarpool, on
onmm“ stshsctoianatiose st s« B305, 738 T0

BHWEPRper udin LU

closed mtl.l" . X 6,628 28

———— 5310, 30! 93
By New York and Bremen line, touching at
Bouttampton, on letters.,....... 100 297 70
Un pewspapern, by closed mails,. .. o
100,570 06

By Now York and Havrs line, touchiog at
Cowed, on letters., ..ouueie couey 100,000 44
Oomewspapers, by closed malla, .. 90 74

By Chprleeton and Havaoa line, touching at
Key West, on lotbera snd pewapapsre, ... ...
By New Vork, New Orleans, Havaos, Aupinwall,
Pansioa, Ban Franoisco, and Astoria lines, on
latters including newspapers culy to and from
Clasleoton aud to and from New Orleaos).,, 235,137 61
By New Orleans and Vera Oraz Line, (oom .
mencsd 1dth April, 1863,) on istters and
DAWEDRDETE o 0sasiovive viamasissronnoysososas BB
The puount uf pontage collected in the Uaited States
ard Grent Brilaiv oo letters was =
By Colles lina, eollectsd im the
Unitud 5t 8., ...\ 000senva.sy .. 5154,188 3%
By Colling line, soilected (o Great
Bri 79,084 21

100,179 13
7,045 63

238,273 09
By Cunard line, collactad {p the

Unbled SUAtEs. ... ovuuiniireeey, 355260 14
By Cunard line, collected in Great

Beitain, vy .. oo 20730 95
—_— 78 033 3

fasees

By the Bremen 8. ... avvsansiransenieniaess 07,061 91
By the Havrs Hoo., .. eueineaivnnvniinsroseey 5342381
)T (e N vvvensesnsan s SU21.T82 0T

From rtatements annexed, (marked A,) from the Audi
tor's office; it appears thut the net revenus detvel the
Inat year from the severnl Unitad 3tates mail stesmship
lives is as follo s, vis.:—

From the Collins line, dedneting in'and post

age, bot allowing for the sea conveysuce

of clored madl, ... ... ... isananenesneses S102,313 87
From the Bremen 9, 09,051 43

Do,  Havyrs do, do. do..... TLMT T4

Do.  New Yerk, New Orleans, and Cali-

fornia live, including imland Fousgs anl
receiptsa frem British asnd  COaliornia
closed mails pertainiog to this line.,......

271,242 63
From the Chmrleston and Havana line, inciad-

tog inland RO ssssssannrssmiesroars s 7,046 83
From toe New Ocloans snd Vera Cruz llae
(part of ysar,) ineludiag inland poatage... 830 81

Total,.ooivirarenmsnnisrarnrnnsansareneeBBiB 302 10
It is proper to remark, that while in tha case of tha Col.
lins, Bremun, and Havra lines, the inland postage ia de-
d{m}:&. in the suma set down to tha other Lines it a in-
clu
1t will be aeen, also, that the only newspaper poatage
eredited (o the Bremen and Havrs lines, (3 that resaived
from pewspapers conveysd thereon la closed mails, no
ceparate retures having been mate of such as wara gant
by these lines in the open malls, Adnitting that the
wroportion of ne J!pl%&rn iy thets two lines, as compared
with the number by the Oullive line, was about the same
a4 It i in respeatl to letters, it is fair to erodit the former
each with $2,000 for newspaper postage, in sddition to
the sums above respsstively set down to thelr eredit,
There ia a shmilar omizsion, and tor tha ssme reason, fo
regard to thejNew York and Osliforais lines; but 1 have
wo reliahle data from which to determine what ndditional
suin ehionld be placed to their aredit for postage on priat-
ed matter, of whilch no separats account appears,
. The pumber of letters couveywl batwawa the Usited
States nnd Euiope, duriog the yeari—
By the Cunard 1og, WaS, .. .oiovrirrvaianenn 2774420
Do. Colling  do, v .
Do, Bremea do.
Do, Hayrs do,

OBl cunvusnrnnnannanannsirsanennensnss 811,011
The number of newspansrt—
By the Cornrd line, was ,,,.
Do, Culliva do,

iy Bremen do. :
Do, Havre do. R . 4,087
Do, &ovaral Urited States linss, fa Pruocsian
cloned Al osvsiinivneisnnsmiirisinnne.s 03,158
RO L s e e r N s & B v vraenass];891,903
The number of latters by the New York, Naw
Orloaud, Aspiuweil and Peasific mail steamship
Heds, WAB..v.usivniaien e R SR S 81
By the Concleaton and Auvans lins, v Y 154
By the New Orlencs and Vors Cram... ... ,..... 410
The number of rawspapera by ths Uba o wad
Envara line waa. ... + see 03,108
Fy the New Orloacs & enaenaien 4,137

The smonnt received from Great Biiaia oo [wes latiara
collected during the jear, on board the Atlaatio mal
Eles migid, wad., snusanesvnserinsanesbl 00 18

Amount paid Great Britaia oo aame, .oo.eui .. E

The gmount recelveml from Grest Britain oo dend
returned to the Londen offi e wat. ... ... . 904,024 02

Ap ount pail Geeat Hritain oa desd letters re-
turaed to Washiogion o 1T 88

Ths Ugited States tavenue vader the pmwtal trea’s wizh
the United King'om of Great Beitaia and Ieeland, for
tha last fecal year, ataounts t0,,,, ... ..., $460,504 70

The balsnes in favor of that goverzment, at the closa of
the fireal yenr, wna . 151,581 76
This large belauceaguiont the United Sintes akes, of

course, mwainly from the ciscuwmstance that alitbough

there were only Uhrse more tripa by the Cunard liow than
were per‘ormiad unitedly by the Collins, Braman, and

Havre lieer, much the greater part of the mails was

conveyed by the former.  For iastanee =

Whils the poatags on tha Istters sent during the year
frem Groat Britala to the United States by Cuuard
BUAIDOTE WlBioivanrannnasssansnsnnnasses, B340,200 83

By the Collina slesmers, por‘orming jast half
the pumber of trigs, it wea but, ... .00, 1BATS D

Bhowing a diTeremon of....uuueueoven s B30 104 34
MHore thano trepls the number of Ietiars havicr baen sant
to I.h!: couatry by the Cuosrd than by the Collins stesa:
ors, ik —

While the sam pawd 1» Great Beitalu for ths conviyines

ol closed mails for the yonr was..., ........ 570081 12
The amouns pald by that governmest to the

United States, exelueaive of tha pum reecivad

on the Calitoroia oloked muils, vie the West

lo ies acd Panpoma direct, was only..... ..., 43,23
And ks fnelotes e land conveyauce of cbe Brish sal
Canada cloked maiia,

ue paitiaiity of the Dritish government lo Yahal? of
the Copard lino s prosentod foa still strooger light by
the avcompanying Atntements, where (tir slown shat
ly of sea pootaga on closed n
the Jast three quarters of tho yFear, dating from to
e United Statos and Prussinn arvasgenisatd want
operation, the Britssh charge against the United Stata is

-5 180 60,

While durng the same tims the Usalted Siates reanivm
from Gaest Doitain Atlantio pen conyevmucs of pil
closed mlls. Ineiud L Geilig
lorals, galy

$3,615 Cv

LTl
Thos, tuking the
stenn Ore, e

iy Cullion wteamnees

10t e, 00 Aueh alifsronte

i pariad on manis et

Total .
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the Uplted ; but payment to destinntion ta
ot permitied. mntier party collscts its
own postage to snd the line,

o no
hitherto their Lisa been satisfaclory.

The ltl.hmo:tw‘lutud, from the Fourth auditor of the

ury, ahows thaton tie navy mall eontracts, io nd-

ditlon to (ines ou two of the lioes, tus ten per oent de-
dustion on the origios]l sdvance to the compaoies has
been made. On Los New Vork snd Sun Franolseo lios a
few extra trips were perl 4 in the hs of April,
Mey,snd Juoe last, without additiopal expense to the
departiient.

Lio mail vervies from New York. by the way of South-
sanpion to Bremea; that from Coharleaton to Havana, by
the way of Bavaunab srd Key West; sud that from New
York to Hasre via Cowes, is pait for out of the funds of
tha Past OMllee Department, smounliog, if sll the ssrvies
b parfoimen, W the sum $400,000. &

In sddilion Lo this, there was peid by the department
thi beut your, for tha tianspostation of the wmail woross
the Lithioua, » service performed ia & foreign eountry, '
the sum of $R5 014, which will be greatly insresasd,
judgiog feom the last quucterly returns, during the en
LUingE year.

1f Congress in‘ends that the mail sarvics of the conntry
ahall be sustained by the monsy deived from postages,
these charges should not be placed upoo it.  Ta providing
for the building epd equipiment of naval steamabips,
Copgress ssemns to have meaut to escourags the eroc'jon
by individuals of war steamobips, which might, on the
emezgeney of a war, be ready for poilio nes; nwl angh ba-
ingg L design, sud the carryiog of the wails bat an iuci-
dentul purpors, the public tressury should bear the cost.
The amouns l? postage derivid from these vaisels is bul
eall, aa hos been soown; awd in view of the extension
of matl aoconmodations psied for from every part o! the
covmtry, which hss now 1o ba frequantly denisd, T would
soggest that there lines be now pald for in the miraner
now  provided for in relution to the other linss.
The extendiog settiements of our country, and tha great
imerease wud wotivity of busise of every dasc iptign,
roquire wil tho mail secommolations that ecao be
given, aud the department should not be burthened with
payment for seryices which do not gmpﬂrl’ belong to it.

No material chungs has boen made in our paostal con-
veotion with Great Dritain since the datec? the lust an.
nual report from the Postmaster Geusral. Under this
convension the additonal arcicles, to which allusmon was
wadn in that regort, providiog for a regular sxonangs of
wmails botiween the United Htates snd the Wast Indies,
Yy executed, and the arrucgeivent has been ia
ul opeiation sinoe about the Lth of Juouary last.
(A copy of thess nrtioled (4 nonexad, warkad 8.)

elmiler additional giticles bave Beon agresd opon, and
an arraugerert comoluded, whinh went into effact in
Untober lnst. with reapset £3 meila between the nltad
States pod tho wost conat of South Amuriea, 1nder the
latter arrapgemant the Britlah packet oflize nt Panama ia
1he exchange oflice on the pari of Great Britwn; snd
New York, Charlestom, Savapuah, Now Orleans, and
Han Francidco, are the oflices of exchiargs on tha part of
the Upitnd States, DBy this sgreement tee Uoited Ststes
availn itaelf of the faciliusd of sommouization seoured by
existing poatal treatios between Groat Britaia and tuas
sgvarnl goveromenta on the weat coadt of 2onth Amarios,
the mails beirg trangpsrted by a lime of Hritish staam
packets plying belwern Panama and Valdivia, tonchiog
at the praminent [mmediats portn, On letters sont from
the United States the rata of pestare for which the United
States has to sccount to the British Post Dflise, under
this arrapgement s eight ovnta the single letter betwesn
Papama aud Bueneveniurs, New Grauada; twalve conta
between Famamia apnd D'ern: and twenty-four cunty ba-
tween I'aosma and apy other port on smd coast.  Oa les-
tern received, the Hritish packet postage s sbove, is
requicad to ba prepaid. To the abava ratas respativaly,
the United Stutes postags of trenty cents to New Gira-
pada and Peru, and teenty-four ¢nla the airgle rats in

"

Mexican nland Compa:
hird af th tof !

“lithu section ‘Jr&‘n.::?'?;’

to make oertain ing npﬂl‘h
what sums the several servite: now performed o
tracis with the Post Otlice and Navy Deputmenis
pecformed, i tracta shioald Ls mads, upon
1

erformed, aa0 paw QUR! o
Eupposition :b:t the United Btates suould taks the

Oeean Muil and mr'—g

secording & conteaet, aud soll or transfor them.

1n order to get this luformation, I uqu w
Do inserted in some of the Illl'lglh!l n the p
of e Unfon Lo whioh sfter relerring to the sct of
bo the stipulutiona in tha diferant contracts providing
rumhla of Lhﬂ*l-r\'.\'lﬂim’l_ aud to tke pature sod

he eorvico required, I invited propesa's.

Bids htvmi roosived, en'»nhnt:al whirh and the ad
misnt are sttaohed, (marked B Lo the wasles snunxced
o, ‘marked ¥ and G) the sump paid th difesont lines,
tho proj cesls to du the aRme servio 4 aprear,

Towill o woen that the ofer todo ihe gcrrics on the [ias
from New York to San Frageisco is mueh lower tham the
puins now pald, From New York to San Fransisco, the Nioa-
rogus Company propase to onrry & semimontaly meil for &
dum nob to exceod B 'f pi:l' -::mh Lhis lim:hnh.l.
iwtlimu g trmusportation, aod wild make the yoscly ¢ st
Ei‘-vrmhmen t ;ﬁ:a four ur five busdeod thousand dollare

an the present.

it s, ol gouree, meost denicable that the manns of ormmeni=
estion b twesn our Atiautic and Pacitio cossta shouid be a8
fron and urrcatsioiod me possible, smd that the prices el
freight ard pasange abould be brought dows to the lo
tirnch.  The present prioes pald to thoe New ¥ork sad
waoll apd the Vaeific Mail steamship Lings almost
oompetition, ard leave those compacion a'moyg: & mon
of iho eerr, ing and pasespor trads between vhe AL
snd Facific connte, 14 piate of things mugs be injurions
our Atlautio States, and mumet devply aflect the groay
reewing intepests of Caliornia ani cur Palie i
anid wwemnn to domand from the genersl government & wil
drawal of the fostering and sunteiniog aid whish it has
tended to thean Lina awnd dmply in connexin wi
suails, the Niearngus company wonld earcy & wotkly
socordiug to s pro rate, for o macn leg sum than is now

the present mail and isthmuoe companlos v opreyiog &
wonthly madl, A mors iregquest comimualestion by &

mioat deelrable, ard will be tn o ehort time, if nod now,
ratively required; and when & proposition In made
A workly line of pommuniestion ean be ssta®li. 5-:
mueh ladgsum than is aow pail lor & semi monthly
peome Lo ma What there should by no Fasbiation oo the page
of the gevers! government in adoot ag it
Yor the earr;ing of the mail betwean Now Y ark and Li
pool but ot propesition hes hooi racsived.  The Maw ¥
pud Galway Stesmelilp Company will perform twonty
round voysges porannum between Now ¥ork and Liv
or such other ports of Great Britoin and [ro'snd as may be
directed by Congross, in forty eight Lours lose time than fa
nccomplisliod Ly the presint eoniractovd, {9 & comipomes-
ton to be submitted to the diserction of d'un;ma
putition em this line, o »ing to the great smount of i
mont required, oannot bo sroat. 11 the de of Congreas be
to withdraw from the Caoliins lue She very ap
:-mn u;l;liﬂ! lhda_'r now receive. t:l*l I‘ultmuui:* o lllﬁ
e nuthorized to EVErY L AT o o n a0l
Unit d Etaten lnali‘.lgglmd n flxed dam ?:r enah :’-;hn.‘
thetriparos o execed & given wumber par wesk, IF
British govorumont ‘eonld o induced to enter into sm se-
eangement by which they should pay » given sum for m
mail to the Uniced Btatay, whils we pail o like sum for
pect to England, without pezard to thy n.#: of
vesacle, gatoph, that they rhouldl be Americam
thie etrife which now oxinta Lletween the Colling and (
linoa would bantnn end, ths whole matter wonld be throwm
?peagntindh‘i"dul‘i cnmpchii};ﬂ. thiy hu‘I:mn'ﬂ Mllt
un belwean & o two voun’ 8 WO ‘w “‘-
creazed, and & dircet mail communioation with Eagland ba
extended to eviry priocipsl seapect town la tlu_lh.l#.
¥y the snme poction | waa dirscted to investigate the
in relatien to thie contract of A. G, Hleo, for the tr
h Now York to
hagres,

Bri

£

ticn of the mail in ccean ateamers frem

Orlears. Charlesten; Savannah, Huvains. sand

Back, per sot of Marah 3, 1347, 1 r the purposeef

Tiow far the contrach correspnada with the arigioal bl
By bis bide of 16th January, 1346, he pnw%d U?l"

mail *from New York, vis Havann, in Cuba, to Now

leans, ard back, once a week, for the annunlcom

£ ik

all other cases, Lasto ba added. Oo newspapers the Bei-
tish packet postage is (our esnts, Lo which isadded the
Unitad States postaga also, of [yur cents each, (A copy
of the artieles of ag tois s ¥ ac)

The exorbitant rates of poatags on pasaplets aad mage-
sines between the United Statis and Great Britain, the
charge for works of thia ¥ind above the welghtof two
oupces being four cents an ounce on sither side having
#0 long been & cause of just complaint on the part of
both American and Britwh oitizecs, [ embrace an early
veearion to rendw the prn?cnitlrm of my immedinte pro-
Jdecessor for & reduction of the United “tates prstage from
four conts to ous cent an ounce, un condition that the
soma r ductlon ba made in the British postage. T
[\r":l anl, I regrot to stata, e stil! rogarded unfavorably, a

Bough not absolutaly dechined, by the Hriiish governmant,
Ehoulid it be avgedod 1o, {6 will rdoaio oniy to make s 1l
reduction to the west coast of South America, to have a nai-
Term rate of ons oont an cunce United Statss pratags on pam
flliqln nid magnzines botween the Unitod Htaes and all
oreizn countrics, Exeept na above montioned, 1 hava nicena-
dy redueed the pampblet and magazins rates, to and from ail
foreign coun tries, t0 odp cout an ounce, undar the sutwrity
of & provision reapecting foralgn postazed, in the ast of 8d of
Mareh, isol

No roduction lizs 23 yat haen made ia tha high tronsit
postage chaveed on the mails passiag through Englaad, to
aud from too Unitod Statea; ror hing suj suecoas attended
the meppur s adopted tawapds etfesting ** such areasgemen's
(eantomplated by a providon inoshe [26h artiols of our postal
tresty with Great Beeain? for £ conveyance of letters and
newspapers, and oloasd maily, tnrovgh the territories of the
United Soutes, of the United Kingdom, and of Franes, ro-
nEreh'rbly. ta shonld he most eondusive to the iatoresis of
tho threy countries.!

Whilst che British gavapnment has beon pavine tha Uaited
Siated twelve and a bail cents an vunes for the transth of Ll
Lritiab and Coonds clossd malls botwesa Canads, New
York, aad Doston, it ban been, L think, moit uujuitly de-
uwatding and recoivig Swepdy Tong conta an gumee for the
tramg toof tha Fronch malls through Eogland, asd the effsat
hiae Been proatly to faconvenioncs sesrespondents both Ls tha
Urited Erstes nnd Frauss, and to postpono. froa the date
of the postal troaty with Fogiand ia 13485 to the peesent
time, notw ithitaedlug our repsated rogoeste sud
the arecution of sn agromeat wideh wonld as laast oo
Lo bl dutorerts of two cousicied intaidsd to be beasiited
ola 15th article,

Relving however, on the fantuasa of tha olsima of the
Unitai £intea, ! hava oy & comunniontion ¥ the Ssorotacy
of Biate, nader data of IML July so%, in asswee to onn feom
Lored Ctagss don, takion pains to have this whale waliast pra
el dm its proper Ughes to sur Minlate: st Losdon, who. 1
it nov, wetl mac overy honorable means o prosd (s to &
eatisinclory result.

Oure nogorintione with Travee, with reepoct bo a'postal jon-
vintion bolwaen the Lwo countrisa, sre etill in progresu; nad
oxeopt in rogard ta two or throe tmportant pulavs of alifes
gnee, tho baslo ol a3 arrsugement has been
Franc ¢ propogea the qu e-otinod soale for Yatt-rs,
tinl intzednction of which into cue poutel 5y s, 1s
hended, would ereaty contusion and frad o innunnesab.e i
tegn'orities in ebarging and eallscking vogtage. | hiavaoaemed
e ndviaable to insict on tho half ounvs dedls aaw inojazstion
in this conntey, in Boglann, and jo most of tie Shaiep on the
contizens. Franco sloo praposeato meka s distincti o ba
twiem propaid nad nnpaid lettirs, in toad of sdeptiorous nad
the epma rate foz all lestars, wonther propaid or wos, which
1stter plap, belog the more timnlo. L nes dnodinad to pagacd
Wi tho bent in adl Intermatisnal seriegamonts of tifs kind,
where slmplicity of detnil in every poips of viow 13 40 wesen
tlul.  Another question {8 aa to thae propoction sach countey
shall Teevive o the inlamd posiace  Un all pro-paid correa

of two Lundred thou.and dollara,” or “oncs in two wooks
the annual compantation of one hundred and dolines.'
Tie also proposed %o « the mwail frem New
Liavaas, to Chagres, in Colombis, and back, onoe
for tka Annual compeneation of ninety thwu}ﬁ

Thede hide, with one for the Jine feom Naow Tork to
aad extension to Bromen, wure mads " upsn the o
thavthe United shou d furnish ons halt the fands ¢ ecesseny
to construot the cheamshipa to be employed on the rowses
feown Mew York to Haveo, and from New !ulk to New Om-
leang, or elither of $hem, if but one sheuld be awarded 8o

him five bundred thousand dollars on enoh route;
it f.h:i{ ti e L R %n'”
Bsonrity » rmsnae of the b

"rb . New Odm.:‘:n ﬂm

£ |

t"t};,;"’m to retaln a lien on the vesiels
snd for tbe faithfol

cas Diis bide tar the routa from

ancepted, he propesod tbat ' thin the

advanes, upon lltq condition, fifsy thoussad dellars to
o suitable ltesmlh!lp fer the gervice. The service was
hioao te at O

hein Bhe P at longak
the hd, *eouvertible into skips of war "
roposed bo enrcy tie mail frem New Yezk b

Ho alay
Tiavrs, ealling at Cowen, and from New York, by Havana, b9
Now Oclsans ur on eithr of thess routes ful‘lh‘lrrl posiags
tha letrirs and printed matter o -nufved thareon, Dﬂﬁ
the Unsted Btstes would furnish the fonda rrquiﬂh [*3
the at+ amships 3 ooessary for the performahes of the
it buing understood that they shovld be buils by him
the mupcrvision of A naval constructor, to bi appointsd
governtient, and thnt allyepairs shoald be at bis, Lhe
VEhies bnd visione ot positions for forsian mall -

eto nd variops other propositions £
¥ico, reovived at the same time under an advertiscment of
Poat Ullics D t, dated 4th Octobor, 1845, 1 find wesw
ali reposted to Cougroes in & letter from the I
tienerel, Me. Johngen, nuder dabe of Vsh Maroh, 3
thia Tetter T Log leave to refer, a3 containing & more paskien-
1se lx&hnntl«n of the Lida in questivn. (3es House
Nhlih.hﬁitla t‘?n;ru;. ;n &‘”‘Il:l..i}i ¢ 5

thisreport, Mr, Johnson sal at, "'an the satablisheent
ol n line ulpnhl veasnla (-teamehips) to Chagres, [C)
P'anama to Oragou, will roquice mesns from the
ta ol doubtful polioy, it has Leen thought the moss
to cubmit tha propoeitisns to Congress, without an
sneg, 8o thak an mppzopeiyilon 13 made for s, §f,
oniv fon of Congresn, Lho line should le eatablinbed.'”

Sulsequonily, under the act of t.'uaz.-ua anproved Masslh
™, 1217, the presont e mtract wos made at 000 !--
num, for service from New York ¢ New Urlosus,
month and back, tonehing st Cha leston, (f pracsi
Bavsenah, apd Lisvana, snd trem Havana o3 ubagess

bagk, twice s month,
On the !ast remaining qnestlon, “whether the m
niched under enid vontrant saro bullt secording to i
u;-iiun ts the Becrotsry ¢f the Mavy, nuder the direstlem
oi wideh department the vessals ware sountraoted, for &
elred iufornision, and t e has roferred me to Exeontive
ment of the lionwe of Kepresentarives No. f), siret soscion,
Fharty second Congress, ne oontaining sll the isformatlon
the sulject in pesseaion of that depurimont, Inetudin “=
cuntraet, the entirs corrsspondence, and too report of the pes-
packive boards appomntad to examine the Kllinein, G
dnd Ubla the only vozsele, he saye, accepied under sl
of March it 127" To this dosummect, shepefore, | take oae
e'nulnon :Jl-:tmputl‘uuy to refur for authentio inlormation sm
thie aukject.

The manosr in which the mall servico has hayem
for bhe your euding June [0 1857, will appear in ropoal
enbracing & ptatcment of fallursa snd irregularitiss in the
teanapo tation, and Unos avd deduetionn from the pay of com=
Traciors. Theiofinee and deductions will be found tc amounty
In the mpgregnte, v 57 000 81,

211 pur wail contraces provida for fines and Asductions
difective and omitted servics, The system in sbsolu

o difporition to tacourngs conbeaetors, mad to avold

| uranes doswaoen tho tws eountrise, Feanes proposia to take
o to tha United Sletos, threc ceats iho eingle lettee, snd
#n unpaid correspondenca that the agprogate inland poatage
slinll be ven cente, to be equally divided, Comallssiag the
vaextapt and the eont of tha traaoporiation
wintries, 1 huve thought {v suttie] ¥ iilral on
our part to odertn France threserghts Bo the ifuload Scates,
five eighitaof the | dand postags, the tage Lo balong to
the party by wiieh the Atlaatie ¢ g of the dorcon-
podencs stall e Lhe toa i lestlona § have
thun propesed ta ¥ rap ceeptnd, pa I trast  they msy
ho, 1 sc0 mo serious ebstacle to the ¢ coneluedon of a pos-
tal aerapgemout which aliad by mutually benafiorul, nnd
u-rl.icu 18 eo enruostly decived by tho people of both coun-
triea.

The perding pantal sonvention beswean the United States
and Belginm aeatin only the redueslou of Lhy Britiah transis
rate, and one or Lwo moditic stions, basfues being lually con
elud: d and put in opers tivn,

Chuy postal strangement with Prassia ssems ts aperate fa-
vorabiy: bub afew of the Bates in Sovthern Gurmany huve
not yob fally agceded toiks torme, aud huvs Loerafobs send

T-u-~ of thsit corcvapondonce fortiuo United Staces rarough
P Ga.

maut onn hars

ity hve sad
rasalt portage

i

Frim the Aviltiter e ont, annexid, i nppiacs thas,
after peying e aea and Hride) Trlglnn trancp riation
of the mabls corveyed undor thiy wr y tamath r with
bomdeione theroen to oGy postmn

2 1 Statea for Gho poriod |
ty W

sontine
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all money thus
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4 vesf AODY o which was

d.t0 the Munsia vl Ba eho Whie anr
atzing & #tipnlation ball'n law '

#rbould ranoliun (6 by se paoe
arry ]
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snbe offert, g the

nectainry for pecuring regularity and preoision (a0
n nld delivertng tho mails, Therd is alwayd in the awﬁ

clona or vareasonalle r-nn\lton and Lt

made Wit rul caroful fuyestig £ 1 :‘;n “:'I‘Lish‘ :.I:
o nt LU ARLL wlon o + by

:eu ';: failoee, valia and sstiufaotory rn:':nal n;uoi be -‘i"-:

norelop

A fallure bo exnst fines and penaitiar, or & dispsaition to ‘
I nls,e o whon exacted, lesds to Lhe grosdess mﬁ:
ntaoeervioy

The gulctitution of railecad for coach servins has incrensell
e cemand for mail bage fally tenfold.  Duriog the Ined e
cnl zenr mors than twenty-tlivio thonsand new mud of
all sizen and binds, wers prosured, me #s than one.
vlivh wers eunvass baze ur sncks, uisd slmodt axol
lu;lu‘.e transpertation of printed matter.

eapurin rocent!y adopted, and now in progress, to
tuate Lhe proyisdons cor talned in she 13k section of the aok
Gint swpmed 1252 w1l donhtloss tond to chaok waska

aluse in this braoch of tho service: bet such 14 the o
extersicn of mail aceommodutions, it esn hardly be
mated t!at o lopw number will be requiced herssiter,

Whe eatenrion of tlo bullding ceoupisd thin dep:

Loe Been wtronnly rasommended by my prodecassozs, and
roavaEn urprd by them ae pver iyur sequireg add

trges, The insreesing husicsts of thin department, the
aorommodations of the elerks in the difvrent bur:sus and

B Auditor's othes, and the want of ronz. for importany pa,

which have ntw to be paced in the halde and
ok to be deatroyed by Bre or mildew, coquire sle
derign to o completed.

Mueh diflionity {5 expervicacad fo fnding suilable
s oo ally tor distributing post coifi en |a oor larger
I amsimns for tos t which san be takea ont of tha oo mukse
sl in wapy eioen s peb sctlielen’t by o ab'e postmastonn
Lo et nre build ’I? al wl fttod fur the pmmﬂm of

the Buclnonns of the nfoes.
pablis, post offioes moel

froerder the bettor o pepve tha
Paloentod in the Vusic ver parts of 8he differant oitios, whass
Bigh rente are bo e pald pud thess s departmens in m
U equontly wenlle to allow. I Congrams wonid deom 1%
wetent byvanoreprinte moveys to ennhle the dparbined

yoron el reltable pleces for pest cilices in shia )
tiblea vf the Unlon, mucn woald bo saved to tha dey nl.-.%
and it te planes povld be nanently secirsd, sud

yuble thurely munh hotter pooommodnted,

My nupiatan s ned nhint, and ethoe oloricn, daserve m: m
thnuks lor (beir promps sed falihiul stteniion to I'lli:

To the Irvanese, AMES CAMP BRLL.

Litter by Mike Walsh,
Wasnryutow, Dea §, 1863
Tr Jamrs Gornpos Bexwrr By —

Diras Smv—ln & telsgeaphlc desfitch want from thie
eity, mli'eh sppeared in the Hemuo of Sitardsy, oos of
my eollengues. Mr, Ontting, in said to have * deciared thadl
The Foruey le ter bad pot impaired Win oplcion of the weites
butiliatro the contoary he rather lved him botier in com-
aerpramen ota " I le wol, ! conrrd, 1o he presumed thak
wre of horoalle aud well establinhed reputatl n see
erpoeled b ptoop to u grave refutation of every chasge
whieh stonymous soribblers whoes D1l luate and bane
relibiood depends upon sush dirty secviess, may ohooss
Lo mabe pgodost bim  The morals motives sod wims of
thone areatures, are g0 gensrnlly kaown moad undssstool
emnng intelizen! wen—part calaily bore—ihal no mam
of aliarretar thinks of treating their elandors or misrep-
resentations othernles than as Mr Quitiog has treated
this—=with ei'et and digniled coobempt. | sbould have
Loan very loth to distuch that silence, were it not for the
editorial whish aspeared in yooterday's Hunain, (o rofer
sree to the atler. Few perioos of iy ego have basa the
rubjeat of prore ey paper vituparation snd injostios thas
mysel and frarmusl ae [ have never writion a lne,sithes
ia vxplansrion or defenee, when T have besn the TWD
cafledy T trust sou will pesmit me to eoatradiot thie
ol pripe=thia fagvant mnd srrocions chasee ngalset &
ran who stavds deserve by hizh asove nf e moat eml-

vt miomborn of an hoporas pro‘eslon, & cRinen of an-
boerdabiod Jutegritys; an s patelot whom no promiss ee
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